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off smoothly.   My tour in Bengal  will be further extended.1   I
shall have to go to Assam too.

Blessings from

BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarat! original:   G.N. 2676

83.   BENGAL'S SACRIFICE

I overflow with joy to see examples of purest sacrifice in
Bengal. The whole family of a zamindar has taken to khadi.
All the women spin. The men and women wear khadi exclusively.
The zamindar has made over his house and his land for the use
of Khadi Pratishthan. The sacrifice made by Satish Babu, who
is the life of Khadi Pratishthan, is something extraordinary.
He used to earn a monthly salary of Rs. 1,500 in the Chemical
Works of Dr. Ray. He had been provided with a bungalow
too. He could have got more if he had asked for it. He was
doing khadi work even then, but he was not satisfied with that.
His tender heart felt that, if he attempted two tasks at a time,
both might suffer in consequence. He was the very life of the
Chemical Works and, if he did not give his full time to it, it
would certainly suffer. But, then, khadi meant service of the
poor, and he did not think it right that he should do that work
in his spare time. Just as it is a-sin for a man to have two
wives, so also it is wrong for a man to make two things his life's
mission. Moreover," no sacrifice is too great in the cause of khadi.
Arguing thus with himself he decided in an instant to leave the
Works which he himself had built up. And now he meets his
household expenses from the income from his meagre savings and
devotes all the 24 hours of the day to the cause of khadi. He
has by now opened eleven branches of his centre, out of which
five are already in production, and he is thinking of opening more
still. Through his efforts 5,060 spinning-wheels are plying. The
number of handlooms weaving pure khadi is 597.

His wife, too, has joined her husband in this work. This
good lady must be unhappy to have to face want in place of the
plenty of former days, and it must be hard for her to be con-
tented with one of the small blocks in a rented tenement in
place of an independent bungalow to live in; but she bears all
these hardships with a cheerful face.

1 It was extended up to August 31, 1925.